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NORWOOD PLANNING BOARD 
566 WASHINGTON STREET 

NORWOOD, MA   02062 
 

PLANNING BOARD MINUTES, SEPTEMBER 9, 2013 
 
Present:   Joseph F. Sheehan, Chairman 
    Paul J. Donohue, Vice-Chairman 
    Ernie Paciorkowski, Clerk 
    Alfred P. Porro 
    Debbie Holmwood 
    Claire Murphy, Admin Asst. 
 
7:00 P.M.  The Norwood Planning Board meeting was called to order by Mr. Sheehan, 
Chairman, in Room 12, Norwood Town Hall. 
 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Motion made by Mr. Porro to approve the PB minutes of August 12, 2013, seconded by 
Mr. Paciorkowski 
Vote  5-0  motion passed 
 
 
Re-Schedule Planning Board Meeting 
 
Motion made by Mr. Donohue to re-schedule the September 23rd meeting to September 
30th, per Town Planner’s request, seconded by Mr. Porro 
Vote   5-0  motion passed 
 
 
Planning Board Schedule 
 
Motion made by Mr. Donohue to approve the following dates for upcoming Planning 
Board meetings, October 21st, November 4th, November 18th, December 2, and 
December 16th, seconded by Mr. Porro 
Vote  5-0  motion passed 
 
 
Mark Carroll, Carroll Construction Corporation 
 
Mr. Carroll has purchased two approved subdivisions from the original applicants, - 
George Willett Parkway and Maxwell Avenue. 
 
Mr. Carroll explained that he is requesting that the Board grant a one-year extension for 
the completion of George Willett Parkway,  
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Motion made by Mr. Donohue to grant a one-year extension until October 1, 2014 for 
the completion of the George F. Willet subdivision, seconded by Mr. Paciorkowski 
Vote  5-0 motion passed 
 
Mr. Carroll would also like the Board to release the covenant on the lots to be replaced 
with a surety bond in the amount recommended by the Town Engineer.  
 
Motion made by Mr. Donohue to release the covenant currently being held on the 
George Willet Parkway subdivision, seconded by Mr. Paciorkowski 
Vote  5-0 motion passed 
 
Motion made by Mr. Paciorkowski to accept and approve the bond amount for George 
Willett Parkway in the amount of $125,000, per the Town Engineer’s recommendation, 
seconded by Mr. Donohue 
 
Motion made by Mr. Donohue to approve the surety bond for George F. Willett Parkway 
subdivision, seconded by Mr. Porro 
Vote  5-0  motion passed 
 
Mr. Carroll stated that he would also like to discuss the underground utilities for Maxwell 
Avenue Subdivision. Mr. Carroll noted that the Planning Board approved underground 
utilities for this subdivision but he feels that because Maxwell Avenue was an existing 
town road prior to the addition of Sopp Circle additional poles would be needed to feed 
Sopp Circle. Ellis Avenue and Maxwell Avenue both have existing overhead utilities. Mr. 
Carroll said that he would like to have the two proposed houses in the subdivision facing 
Maxwell Avenue would be fed by the existing overhead wires.   
 
Dan Morrissey, NMLD, (in an e-mail dated 8-28-2013) recommended that the houses 
along Maxwell Avenue be fed by overhead wires, otherwise additional poles will be 
needed across the street and that will not look good. These poles along Maxwell 
Avenue are absolutely needed as they feed 55 David Terrace, the apartments at the 
end of David Terrace. 
 
Mr. Paciorkowski said that he is willing to go half way with Mr. Carroll by agreeing with 
overhead utilities for the two new houses on Maxwell Avenue because the poles already 
there but the four houses in Sopp Circle and any future development in the back on 
Piso’s property have underground wiring.  
 
Ms. Holmwood was concerned about the Board’s decision for underground wiring. The 
Board changed the subdivision rules and regs to have all new developments use 
underground wiring and now the Board is changing that. Mr. Paciorkowski said that the 
applicant is asking for the Board to approve this because Maxwell Avenue already has 
existing poles and Mr. Paciorkowski noted that Sopp Circle will have underground 
wiring.  
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Ms. Holmwood did not understand why they would need additional poles if the wires 
were going underground. Mr. Carroll explained that additional poles would be needed to 
feed the underground wiring. Ms. Holmwood wanted know why all the existing poles 
couldn’t be replaced with underground wiring. Mr. Donohue said that the Town would be 
the ones to replace these poles and he didn’t think the light department would want to 
do it because it would be too costly.  
 
Motion made by Mr. Paciorkowski to approve overhead utilities for the two new houses 
on Maxwell Avenue but the four houses in Sopp Circle and any future development 
have underground wiring.  Mr. Porro would like to see all of the houses in the new 
development use underground wiring. Ms. Holmwood noted that there was no lighting 
plan submitted for this project but underground wiring is in the rules and regulations so it 
should be buyer beware. Motion was seconded by Mr. Don ohue 
Vote  3-2 motion passed (Ms. Holmwood and Mr. Porro against) 
 
 
  
CBD Minor Site Plan Review – METRO PCS, 607 Washington Street 
 
Present: Prashanth Gurker 
 
The applicant explained that they would like to replace the awning at 607 Washington 
Street with a new one for the new business METRO PCS. The awning will be the same 
size and color as the original. Mr. Porro visited the site of the store and measured the 
lettering on the awning adjacent to them.  Mr. Porro said that the letters on the awning 
next door were 16” tall and the applicant was requesting 26”. The Board would not 
accept this and asked the applicant to return with the lettering 16” tall so all the awning 
remain uniform.  The applicant will return to the Board on September 30th. 
 
 
 
Con’t Public Hearing – Special Permit/Site Plan Approval, TD Bank, 143 Nahatan 
Street 
 
Present: Atty. Phil Macchi, II, 1250 Wash St 
  John Stewart, Arista Dev.  
  Thomas Concannon, Concannon’s Village 
  Brian Concannon, Franklin 
  Matthew Hyatt, 51 Sleeper St 
  James Winn, Roy Mullet & Assoc 
  Matt Smith, Bohler Engineering 
 
Mr. Sheehan, Chairman, opened the continued Public Hearing for TDBank. 
 
Mr. Donohue stated that he has reviewed the minutes and tapes regarding this hearing 
and has signed the Mullen Rule form certifying this as part of the record.  
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Mr. Sheehan began by stating that at the last meeting the Board was concerned about 
the right-of-way at Concannonn’s and the entrance on Lenox Street.  
 
Atty. Macchi agreed and said that within the easement itself there will be no striping and 
no signage, it will remain exactly as is. Atty. Macchi noted that Mr. Donohue was absent 
from the last meeting and they decided to wait for a five member board for the actual 
votes. Atty. Macchi said that they have worked with the Concannon’s and they have 
presented the final plans.  
 
Ms. Holmwood wanted to know what would be done with the trees at the corner. Atty. 
Macchi said that they have put in the draft decision that the trees would be pruned so 
they don’t block the entrance. Ms. Holmwood said that she is not a Townie, she doesn’t 
know how this right-of way got this way, she likes the plan but she thinks it’s a mess 
there. 
 
TD Bank has agreed to work with the Concannon’s on better signage for the building 
and on the guard rail. 
 
Motion made by Mr. Porro to close the Public Hearing on the Special Permit/Site Plan 
Approval for TD Bank, seconded by Mr. Donohue 
Motion 5-0 motion passed 
 
Mr. Sheehan noted that the hearing was closed before Mr. Concannon could say a few 
words and asked if the Board would re-open the hearing.   
 
Motion made by Mr. Porro to re-open the Public Hearing on the Special Permit/Site 
Plan Approval for TD Bank, seconded by Mr. Donohue 
Vote  5-0 motion passed 
 
Brian Concannon wanted to make sure that no striping or signage was put into the 
decision. Mr. Sheehan noted that they were not on the plans, so they would not have to 
make it a decision.  
 
Motion made by Mr. Paciorkowski to close the Public Hearing on the Special 
Permit/Site Plan Approval, seconded by Ms. Holmwood 
Vote  5-0 motion passed 
 
Motion made by Mr. Paciorkowski to approve the Special Permit for the signage shown 
on the plans and relief from Section 6.2.16(3) to allow a stranding sign of 72 s.f. where 
50 s.f. is allowed, seconded by Mr. Porro 
Vote  5-0 motion passed 
 
Motion made by Ms. Holmwood to approve the Special Permit for a Drive Thru with a 
waiver of the escape lane under Section 7.3.2, seconded by Mr. Paciorkowski 
Vote  5-0 motion passed 
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Motion made by Mr. Donohue to approve the Site Plan for TD Bank, 143 Nahatan 
Street, seconded by Mr. Porro 
Vote  4-1 motion passed (Ms. Holmwood against) 
 
 
Adjournment 
 
Motion made by Mr. Donohue to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Paciorkowski 
Vote 5-0 motion passed 
 
 
    
 


